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What will be your legacy? – Peter Floyd - Rural News 28 September 09                                                                               
It has been an amazing couple of weeks.  Two very special events for me, and in a strange way they are linked.

The birth of our first grandchild, Baxter, was indescribably wonderful, and I would never have believed what a difference such an occasion could make to our lives.  Those of you who are grandparents will understand, I am sure, how overwhelmed Gillian and I have really been by the experience.  Yes, mother and son are both well and facing the big wide world with plenty of vigour and determination.

The second significant event was the partnering up of eCOGENT Farm Business Systems with Massey University's commercial arm, the Auckland based e-centre.  This is an important step which will help us grow the business and make more New Zealand pastoral farms  increasingly profitable and more environmentally sustainable.  

The partnership comes on the back of just-completed Massey University research showing that the majority of our members are seeing a clear improvement in farm profitability.  Commissioned by Investment New Zealand, the independent survey also shows eCOGENT farms have reduced their environmental impact through less intensive stocking and through a reduction of over 60% in their use of nitrogen fertilisers. This was achieved against a backdrop of improvements to soil, pasture and animal health. 

By coincidence it is almost exactly 50 years to the week since I completed my studies at what was then Massey College.  When I think back to those early learning days at Massey and reflect on the soil and pasture management lectures we were given, I can see how far current farm practice has moved away from those basic principles in the quest for more production.

My memory of farming back then is one of abundant supplies of multi-species pasture, normally a night paddock and two day paddocks and the odd stack of hay.  They were days of healthy animals, healthy and happy, low stressed people who had bank balances usually in the black.     

I think of all of the fashions that have been introduced since that time under the guise of improved management for more production, and the confusion and frustration they have caused and the incredibly high farming costs that farmers have had to bear as a result.

And what is the legacy of this never-ending quest for greater and greater production?  Depleted soils, monoculture pastures, sick stock, high animal health bills, high debt, high blood pressure, dirty streams, contaminated groundwater, loss of microbiology, increased emissions of nitrogen gases, and a reputation for farming as a “cost” to the country because of environmental damage.

The lesson I have learnt over five decades since those Massey College days is that it just doesn’t have to be that way.  We now have a structured, sustainable approach to farm business that hauls eCOGENT farmers back from the brink, removes much of the guesswork and risk from management decisions, and allows them to take control of their environmental and financial performance.

 

A critical tool for doing this is financial software that forecasts the daily profit from the dry matter consumed by each class of livestock.  This results in more objective and more profitable stocking and farm management decisions.  This approach plus the link with Massey University e-centre gives me new hope that pastoral farmers will be able to achieve sustained environmental improvement, sustainable profits and a valuable asset to pass on to their children’s children.  

These goals have always been important to me but the recent new arrival has given them new significance.  Both the eCOGENT Process and a better environment are part of the legacy I want to be able to pass on to the precious newest member of my family.  
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